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MINNESOTA DOC RECEIVES $1 MILLION FEDERAL RECIDIVISM REDUCTION GRANT


The U.S. Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) on Tuesday announced that Minnesota is among five states selected to receive $1 million under the federal Second Chance Act to help reduce recidivism, with the potential for an additional $2 million in future funding. 

The Statewide Adult Recidivism Reduction Strategic Plan Implementation Program grant will provide funding for Minnesota to improve training for agents, to ensure treatment for offenders in the community is successful, and to inform outside organizations on research proven to reduce crime.

“We are very pleased to receive this federal grant from the BJA,” said Department of Corrections Commissioner Tom Roy. “This will assist Minnesota in preparing offenders for release so they do not commit future crimes, and in doing so will help to make Minnesota a safer place.”

The award comes after an initial planning grant that the DOC received from the BJA in 2013 to build a blueprint to reduce recidivism by working together with other stakeholders and assisting offenders as they return to the community. 

Through the initial grant, the DOC created a statewide reduction planning team, which developed a number of recommendations to implement seamless case planning and management services beginning before a prisoner is released and continuing through community supervision.

The Second Chance Act, signed into law in 2008, was designed to improve outcomes for people returning to communities from prisons and jails.
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